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The first ever Wine Tasting and Flower Show was a
complete celebration of the senses! The two day event
included a sold out fundraiser for co-sponsors: the Beebe
Library and the Chamber of Commerce. Proceeds will be
used by the Library to start a book fund to aid in the
purchase of materials for the library. The fundraiser will
allow the purchase of 600 books.

Over 40 types of wine poured by Busa Liquors were
available for sampling. Hors d’ouerves from the Lord
Wakefield were devoured and delicious desserts were
prepared by the Wakefield High School Culinary Arts
program. Several students from the program helped with
food preparation and serving along with many cheerful
library pages. The Silent Auction attracted an outpouring
of support from area businesses and townspeople who
donated sports tickets, services, and floral arrangements
and more to be sold to support the fundraiser. The
Friends provided two artful gift baskets of indoor and
outdoor garden books and accessories. The halls were
rocking with the lively beat of the Transistors, an area
band with Wakefield ties.

Sunday afternoon was open to the public and teams of
families were spotted in the front lobby counting the
number of beehives hidden in the room’s motifs. This
was all part of a scavenger hunt. The wonderful scent of
26 plus floral arrangements continued to waft fragrantly
through the building. The displays were the recipients of
many oohs and aahs over their beauty and creativity. One
group of school children had submitted their own
arrangement based on Harry Potter and another group
made an arrangement themed to the Bailey Street Girls.

A huge thank you goes to all the volunteers from the
Library, the Chamber, the Friends, floral shops,
gardening clubs and others who worked diligently for
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months to make this event such as success. See the
festivities and flowers via the Library’s Flickr link.

What are the most popular Boston Area Traditions?

e Opening day at Fenway Park?

e The Filenes Basement Bridal Sale?

e The Friends of Beebe Library Book
sale!!!!

Mark your calendars NOW for the Friends Annual
Book Sale, June 7, 2008, at the First Baptist Church in
Wakefield. The Friends’ biggest fundraising event of
the year, the book sale will be held open at 8:00am.
Please note the earlier start time this year since The
Festival by the Lake will also be held on June 7. A
special preview night for Friends members only is on
Friday, June 6 from 6:00-9:00pm. You may want to
consider attending the Preview Night since parking will
be easier Friday night. This year’s Book Sale has
already received some wonderful titles and hard-to-find
complete book series.

Every year hundreds of book lovers from Wakefield
and surrounding towns come to the Friends’ Book Sale.
Here’s how YOU can become involved:

DONATE — when your spring cleaning
uncovers books, CDs, DVDs you no longer
need, give them to the Book Sale!

VOLUNTEER - whether you can spend
several hours or just a few, consider
volunteering at this year’s sale. Volunteers of
all ages are welcome — Book Sale tasks
include sorting, restocking, helping at
checkout, packing (and you can peruse stacks
of books at the same time).

SPREAD THE WORD - Tell your family,
friends, and neighbors about all the great
summer reading just waiting to be discovered.

Small quantities of donations can be dropped off at the
Beebe Library. For large pick ups and drop offs, call
Jody Sherman at 781-245-3631 or Michael Malone at
781-224-9602.



Town Meeting this April had many twists and turns.
Originally, all departments were asked to submit budgets
reduced 2% below fiscal year 2008. In order to meet this
standard, the Library Trustees and administration
prepared a budget that removed most of the hours of one
part time reference librarian and reduced the hours of
another. The book budget, which was $127,000 back in
fiscal year 2003, was reduced to $43,800.

After approving the School Department budget at an
amount that exceeded the recommendation of the Finance
Committee, Town Meeting participants also added
money to the Police, Fire, and the DPW budgets as well.
The Library budget was approved with additional funding
of $25,000, which should position it to avoid the need to
seek a certification waiver. However, this leaves the
Town in a situation where the budget is out of balance by
$2.4 million dollars.

Several possible resolutions may be proposed. While we
are waiting to see what will transpire, it is helpful to
understand the annual certification process that applies to
Massachusetts public libraries. The regulations are
administered by the Massachusetts Board of Library
Commissioners. Here are the key items to bear in mind -

e The is the
first hurdle. A library must receive, from municipal
tax levy and receipts (not gifts), an amount that
equals or exceeds the average of the appropriations
of the preceding three years plus 2 1/2%.

Libraries that do not meet this requirement can apply
for a waiver, which Beebe Library has done three of
the last four years. In order to qualify, a library must
establish that it has not been disproportionately cut
compared to other municipal departments.

e Alibrary must maintain a minimum number of
. The number of hours depends on

the size of the community’s population. In
communities under 25,000, the minimum number is
50 hrs. /wk. In communities over 25,000, the
minimum number of is 63 hrs/wk. Wakefield’s
population is 24,575 according to the state’s 2005
population estimate (give or take a condominium
development). Beebe Library is open 65 hrs. /wk.

e Alibrary must spend a certain percentage of its
entire expenditures (not just its budgeted amount) on
. In communities under 25,000, 15% of the
entire expenditures must go to books and magazines,
DVDs and CDs, etc. Libraries serving communities
over 25,000 in population must devote 13% of their

expenditures to materials. Any gifts that come to
the library add to the library’s total expenditures
and therefore raise the amount needed to meet the
percentage requirement for books.

e Ifalibrary meets the hours requirement for a
larger community, the library can request
flexibility to also apply the materials expenditure
for that size community. Beebe Library uses this
allowance to lower its materials expenditure
requirement to 13%. Thirteen percent of the
budget the library submitted is $144,534. Adding
the state aid and other sources to arrive at total
expenditures, the library estimates it needs to
spend $160,000 on materials. Given the $43,800
originally budgeted, that’s a huge gap.

e The $25,000 that Town meeting added to Beebe
Library’s book budget positions the library to meet
the Municipal Appropriation Requirement and
puts it closer to the target expenditure for books.

These rules demonstrate a Town’s commitment to the
library as a public institution and a key community
resource. If a municipality cannot meet certification
requirements, its residents lose the following benefits
and privileges until they can again apply for
certification a year later:

e State aid to public libraries. In Wakefield’s case,
this is $37,000, which is spent entirely on books.

e Eligibility for state grants. This applies to
everything from the current $10,000 grant for
reader services to the $1.8 million the library
received for its renovation. Beebe Library has
received approval of two grant applications for
next year.

e Residents lose the privilege of using other public
libraries. Last year, Wakefield people borrowed
15,000 items from neighboring libraries. Further,
libraries are not required to interlibrary loan
materials. Last year, Beebe Library borrowed
22,000 items at the request of Wakefield residents.

When entering the library and noting the beautiful
architecture, excellent upkeep and efficient, helpful
staff, one assumes that everything is just fine. In fact,
the library has been struggling to keep up since funding
started to decline in 2003.

A book is like a garden carried in the pocket.

—Chinese Proverb

Pocket, oversized, paper, and more - find them at
the Friends of Beebe Library 2008 Book Sale
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Proceeds from the Friends’ Book Sale are the primary
source for underwriting the popular Museum Pass
program at the Beebe. Twelve area museums and
organizations are awaiting your visit and there is
something for every age and interest. The passes cost
over $4000 to underwrite and have been used over 1000
times in 2007. A family of 4, 2 adults and 2 children, can
save from $18- $42 by using a pass' Passes can be
booked by phone, in person or online through the library
web site http://www.wakefieldlibrary.org. It’s easy to
search by Museum or date and link directly to each site to
see the latest special events. See the calendar of
upcoming events at the back of this newsletter.
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If your van, truck bed,
or back-of-your SUV is
empty, we want to hear
from you! Drivers are
needed for about 2 hours
on June 3 and June 7 to
help transporting books
for the Book Sale. Call
Jody at 781-245-3631
for details. Many hands
—and wheels — make
light work....and a great
Book Sale!
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Can YOU help the Friends
of Beebe Library Book Sale
volunteers pull it all
together??
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Preparing for the Book Sale isn’t all work. A lot of fun is

had by all as books are sorted and titles that defy easy
classification appear. Last year’s favorite finds include:

e The Woman who Loved Worms and Other Poems,
by Colette Inez (A signed copy!!)

e How to Attract the Wombat, by Will Cuppy
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Liz Barbour has been cooking professionally in the

Boston area since1992 and started The Creative Feast in
2004. Liz's cooking demonstrations and recipes have

been featured on New Hampshire Chronicles, Channel
9's "Cook's Corner" and in various magazines including
New Hampshire Magazine.

Liz, whose relaxed and humorous attitudes towards
food demystify the cooking process, shares her skills as
a working chef and entertaining communicator. Sit
back and watch while Liz prepares and presents
exciting dishes for you and your friends to enjoy.

In addition to her love of cooking, Liz is also an avid
gardener and uses many edible flowers in her cooking.
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The Beebe Library Youth Room staff are planning
another outstanding summer program to celebrate this
year’s theme: Wild Reads at your Library. Registration
will start June 16th and programming will kick off the
same week. Watch for more details.
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The Friends are investigating the move toward an
optional email delivery for members. This will help
reduce printing and postage costs and will ensure more
timely delivery. The summer issue will go out in print
to all and via email to members with emails on file.
Email recipients will have an option to continue
receiving in print. If you wish to add your email to the
member list please send an email to David Knudsen,
Members Database volunteer at dknudsen@rcn.com.

Never judge a book by its movie.
—J.W. Eagan

You can find movies, tapes, AND books - at the
Friends of Beebe Library 2008 Book Sale!
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The Friends will again sponsor a small division float in
the Wakefield Independence Day Parade on
Wednesday, Friday, July 4. If you can volunteer brain
power (for float ideas), build power (to create the float)
or foot power (to walk with the float) we want YOU!
To volunteer, please contact Nancy Tolleson at 781-
246-1335 or ntollwak@aol.com.




The regular meeting of the Friends is Thursday, June 12,
in the Lecture Hall. Come join us for a brief business
meeting wrapping up for the summer, , meet new officers
and enjoy some light refreshments.

Recent Volunteers:

e Emily Gagnon — Secretary

e David Knudsen — Members Database
Volunteer positions open:

* Newsletter (quarterly) editor

e Vice President — starting September 2008

The Book Sale is held Rain or Shine

Buy Beebe umbrellas in two convenient sizes
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National Library Week was April 13-19. The Friends
sponsored an annual staff appreciation luncheon on
April 30". Be sure to let a staff person know what you
appreciate about the Library.

Repeat Events Through the Month: Thursdays at 7:30pm — French Club

Thursday 5/1
Wednesday 5/7
Friday 5/9
Friday 5/9
Tuesday 5/13
Wednesday 5/14
Thursday 5/15
Wednesday 5/21
Monday 5/26
Tuesday 5/27

Friends of Beebe monthly meeting, Trustees Room 7:00pm

“Chillax & Chow” YA Grade 5+, Listen to popular book, enjoy pizza
Sparky's Puppets: "Old Tales" ages 3-6. (Registration required)

Sparky's Puppets: "Tales of Sea and Shore" ages 5+. (Registration required)
Supper Sleuths, 6:00-8:00pm

“Chillax & Chow” YA Grade 5+, listen to popular book, enjoy pizza
Trustees Meeting, 7:30pm

“Chillax & Chow” YA Grade 5+, listen to popular book, enjoy pizza
Memorial Day (Library closed)

Recently Read Book Group, 7:00pm

Repeat Events Through the Month: Thursdays at 7:30pm — French Club

Tuesday 6/3
Wednesday 6/4
Thursday 6/5
Friday 6/6
Saturday 6/7
Tuesday 6/10
Wednesday 6/11
* %
Thursday 6/19
Tuesday 6/24

Trustees Meeting, 7:30pm
Recently Read Book Group, 7:00pm

Book Sale preparation starts: Move Books to Baptist Church
Book Sale “Sorting Party” Volunteers needed
Book Sale “Sorting Party” Volunteers needed
Book Sale Preparation and Members only Preview Night 6:00-9:00pm
Book Sale and cleanup
Supper Sleuths Book Group, 6:00pm
Gardening and Cooking with Herbs - Liz Barbour, 6:00-9:00pm
* —
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Repeat Events Through the Month: Thursdays at 7:30pm — French Club

Wednesday 7/2
Friday 7/4

Wingmasters presents the World of Owls, ages 6 and older. Tickets required .
Library closed — Watch for the Friends’ float in the Parade!
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Thanks to The Friends, Wakefield residents can use special passes for free or reduced admission to any one of eleven different museums in the
Greater Boston area. For a list of museum passes go to http://www.wakefieldlibrary.org and click on Museum Passes in the left column. To reserve a
pass online, go to the Museum Passes page and view the online reservation system by availability by date or by museum. To reserve a pass at the
Beebe Library, contact the Circulation Desk at 781-246-6334

Children’s
Museum

Mother’s Day - May 11, 2008, 11:00-4:00pm
Celebrate the special moms in your life by making paper flowers for them!

Arthur’s Birthday - May 24-25 2008, 11:30am-2:30pm
Meet the famous aardvark, make your own Arthur crown and decorate the pretend cake!

Dragon Boat Festival - June 8, 2008 12:00pm-5:00pm
29™ Annual Hong Kong Dragon Boat Festival on the Charles River for boat races, Asian performances and food!

Summer’s Day Revels - June 21-22, 2008 5:00-7:00pm
Come to this outdoor festival of the arts featuring Queen Sun and King Moon

Friday Summer Concert Series -June to September 1, 2008 12:00-1:00pm
Check out www.BostonChildrensMuseum.org for a listing of performers and other upcoming events.
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Cambridge Premier of Abandoned in the Arctic - Thursday, June 19, 7:00pm

This documentary tells the harrowing story of Adolphus Greely and his team of 24 men who set out in 1881 to build an
arctic research station. What began as an expedition descended into a three year journey of starvation, mutiny, and
cannibalism. Free and open to the public at HMNH Science Center Hall C, One Oxford Street. Cambridge.

Rockwell and the Shinjin: Celebrating Baseball and the Red Sox - April 8 - July 20, 2008

El Greco To Velazquez — On exhibit through July 27, 2008

Double Exposure: Photographing Global Climate Change - On exhibit through June 22, 2008

Founding museum director Bradford Ashburn shared his love of learning: his photographs were another. Beginning in
the 1930’s Washburn shot over 8,000 black & white photos of mountains and glaciers using his aerial camera from
planes. In 2005 former Boston Globe reporter and environmental photojournalist David Arnold wondered how global
warming may have altered these landscapes. Capturing the same terrain, the recent photographs are vastly different
and powerful images of how our planet is changing.

Machine Science Robot Sumo Competition - May 24, 2008 1:00pm Free with admission pass
Metal shovels, fat tires, clever code - what turns a regular robot into a Sumo wrestling champion? Find out at the
battle of autonomous robots built and programmed by students from schools and community centers all over Boston,

Lowell, and Lawrence.

Human Body Connection - May 2008. Staffed most days. Check date availability at www.mos.org/exhibits

What is inside your body? What would it be like to live in a family of cotton-top tamarin monkeys? Explore the
answers to these and many other questions while visiting the Human Body Connection. Think about how humans are
related to other living things be observing tamarins, newly hatched chicks, and other model organisms. Ask for a
piece of PTC paper to learn something about your own body and the world around us. You can even ride a bus with a
skeleton and take a picture of your ear!
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Stone Zoo - Lord of the Wings: Birds of Prey - Opening May 24 through Labor Day 2008

Birds from around the work demonstrate natural behaviors, unique survival techniques, food foraging as well as
specialized adaptations that make them some of the most formidable birds on the planet!

Stone Zoo -Teddy Bear Check-up - May 31, 2008, 11:00am - 3:00pm

Bring your favorite Teddy Bear to Stone Zoo for a day of cuddly fun with the opening of our new Black Bear exhibit on
Memorial Day weekend. Staff will be on-hand to give your bear a check-up and clean bill of health. You can also
march through the Zoo in the Teddy Bear Parade and say hello to Smoky and Bubba, the Zoo’s new resident black
bears.
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