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“Blossoms at the Beebe Library” 

Gala Celebration Planned 
 

Mark your calendars!  On April 12 & 13, 2008 the 
Wakefield Chamber of Commerce, together with the 
Beebe Library and the Friends, will host some very 
special events in celebration of the 10th anniversary of 
the Beebe Library renovation. 
 

 

The centerpiece of the 
weekend’s events is a 
themed flower show.  
Businesses, individuals, 
amateurs, and professionals 
are invited to create a floral 
arrangement based on a 
literary theme or favorite 
book. These arrangements 
will be displayed throughout 
the Beebe Library, on view 
to the public throughout the 
weekend’s activities.  The 
flower show is being 
coordinated by local floral 
designer, Beth Hylan. 

 
The “Blossoms At the Beebe” floral display is only a 
part of Saturday evening’s excitement.  A spectacular 
adult evening fundraiser will take place from 7:00 to 
11:00 p.m., with music, dancing, a Wine & Beer 
Tasting, and a Silent Auction (that will include some of 
those flowers!). 
 
Tickets for this event will be on sale at the Beebe 
Library and local businesses, with proceeds benefiting 
the Chamber and the Beebe Library’s book fund. 
 
The weekend isn’t over yet!  On Sunday, the Beebe 
Library will be open to all from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m. View 
the floral displays and participate in fun, family 
activities in addition to enjoying regular library service. 
 
“Blossoms At the Beebe” commemorates the ten-year 
anniversary of the Beebe Library’s renovation project. 
The project started in 1995, when Town Meeting 
approved the project plans.  The $5 million renovation 
project (which would be more than $7 million in  

 
today’s dollars) was designed to incorporate functions 
that are now standard in the library’s architecture – 
access for the disabled, increased collection space, and 
library technology and opened to the public in March 
1998.  The project also expanded space in the Youth 
Room and created a “teen” space.  The Beebe Library 
interior was redesigned by Cheryl Webb Scott, who 
selected fabrics, furnishings, and colors to complement 
the library’s original structure. 
 

 

Come One, Come All, to the 2008 

Book Sale 
 
The day dawns….the lines form. 

The bags and boxes fill. 

Overstock donated….new treasures found. 

Only a few months, weeks, and days until…. 

The 2008 Friends Book Sale! 

 
On June 7, 2008 the First Baptist Church in Wakefield 
will again host the Friends’ biggest fundraising event 
of the year, the Annual Book Sale.  Friends’ members 
can enjoy a special preview night on Friday June 6 
from 6:00-9:00 p.m. while doors will open for the 
general public on Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.   
 
Friends’ volunteers are already busy sorting donations, 
checking categories, and reviewing all the details 
needed to bring this annual event together.  Here’s how 
you can participate: 
 
� DONATE – when your spring cleaning 

uncovers books you no longer need, give them 
to the Book Sale! (Small quantities can be 
dropped off at the Beebe Library; please call 
for large pickups and drop offs.) 

 
� VOLUNTEER – whether you can spend 

several hours or just a few, consider 
volunteering at this year’s sale.  Volunteers of 
all ages are welcome – book sale tasks include 
sorting, restocking, helping at checkout, 
packing (and you can peruse the stacks of 
books at the same time). 
 

For large pick ups and drop offs, call Jody Sherman at 
781-245-3631 or Michael Maloney at 781-224-9602. 
 



 
 

“Love Your Library” Month 
 
Did you know that February is “Love Your Library” 
month?  Count the ways you can show your 
appreciation for the Beebe Library: 
 
A Friends’ membership:  extend your Friends’ 
membership by renewing early…or encourage your 
friends and neighbors to join. 
 
Join a book group:  The Beebe Library hosts book 
discussion groups for every taste, from Supper Sleuths 
to Books By the Lake.  Discussion lists and groups are 
posted on the Beebe Library’s Web site. 
 
Donate a magazine subscription:  a small contribution 
to a magazine subscription can continue your gift 
throughout the year.  Consider purchasing a new 
subscription in a magazine subject of your choice, or 
extending one of the Beebe Library’s current offerings. 
 
Try something new:  the Beebe Library has many 
services that you might not have used.  Need state and 
federal tax forms?  Researching your family history or 
a career change?  The Beebe Library has them all! 
 
 
#ancy Tolleson becomes Vice 

President of the Friends 
 
Nancy Tolleson -- a longtime Friends volunteer, past 
newsletter editor and annual float director -- has 
accepted the nomination to fill the office of Friends’ 
vice president. “I first became involved with the 
Friends shortly after I moved into town,” Nancy said.  
“I enjoyed the annual book sale and wanted to give 
back to the community since I felt I received so many 
benefits from the Beebe Library.”  As the informal 
“Volunteerer of Volunteers” Nancy enjoys meeting and  
talking with many Friends who have helped in many  
capacities at the Book Sale, the Festival by the Lake, 
the Fall Teas, and other Friends’ celebrations and 
fundraisers. 
 
“I’m amazed how active our membership is,” Nancy 
said.  “Almost 20 percent of the membership is 
involved in helping out during the Annual Book Sale 
which takes a cast of thousands to organize and put on 
every year.  I encourage everyone who has time to find 
ways to volunteer a few hours for Friends’ events – or 
consider a regular commitment.” 
 
Members…please fill out your membership 

forms completely – help us to help you! 
 
 

Second Quilt Raffle Raises Funds for 

Library Programs 
 
Library visitors last fall probably noticed a cheerful 
quilt hung in the Main Street foyer – a 48" x 64" inch 
quilt with a contemporary, geometric design called 
'Sweet Dreams Mystery.’  The quilt was the grand 
prize of the Friends’ second quilt raffle and won by the 
Chernock family of Stoneham.  The quilt was made by 
Alaskan quilter Debby Caffrey and the raffle raised a 
total of $346 for the Friends’ support of Beebe Library 
programs, including the popular museum passes, 
children’s programming, guest speakers and more. 
 
 
Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Have you thought about getting more involved with the 
Friends but weren’t sure where to start?  Consider these 
two volunteer opportunities: 
 
The Friends’ Secretary position is a great introduction 
to learning more about the Friends.  The Friends of 
Beebe Library Board meets the first Thursday of the 
month from September through June, when it meets the 
first Thursday after the annual book sale.  The 
Secretary records the official minutes of the board 
meeting and provided a final edited copy when the 
minutes have been reviewed.  The Friends’ #ewsletter 
Editor writes and edits the “Between Friends” 
publication that is a major benefit of Friends’ 
membership.  The newsletter, printed four times a year, 
provides updates on Friends’ activities,  programming 
support for the Beebe Library, and more!  Copies of the 
newsletter are posted online and print versions are 
available in the general circulation area. 
 
As regular participants in the Friends’ Board meetings, 
both volunteers often get involved in other ad-hoc 
activities.  This is a great opportunity contribute your 
fresh ideas and perspectives to keep the organization 
buzzing for years to come.  If you are interested, please 
contact Susan Kilkelly 781-245-7245 or Nancy 
Tolleson 781-246-1335. 
 

Scrolling for Current Events?  Wander over to 

Avon Street entrance and you can view current 

or upcoming events on a new easy-to-read 

electronic message board.  The new board, 

partially funded by a library grant, provides 

expanded details about library programs and 

offerings. 

 



 

Events Calendar 
 

February 2008 

 Repeat Events Through the Month   Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. – French Club 
 
 Wednesday 2/20 Book Discussion “The Punishment of Virtue: Inside Afghanistan  

After the Taliban”, 7:00 p.m.  
Books by the Lake Book Group, 7:00 p.m. 

 Thursday 2/21 Trustees Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
 Saturday 2/23 Peter Sheridan Sing-a-Long (advance tickets required) 
 Tuesday 2/26 Recently Read Book Group, 7:00 p.m. 

 

March 2008 

 Repeat Events Through the Month   Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. – French Club 
 
 Friday 3/7  Escape artist Peter Vuono (children 8 and older, registration required) 
 Tuesday 3/11 Supper Sleuths, 6:00 p.m. 
 Wednesday 3/19 Books by the Lake Book Group, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Upcoming Museum Exhibits 
 
Thanks to The Friends, Wakefield residents can use special passes for free or reduced admission to any one of eleven 
different museums in the Greater Boston area AND reserve them online with an online museum pass reservation 
system.    Featured exhibits at selected museum pass locations include:  
 
Peabody Essex 

Museum 

 

Body Politics, Maori Tattoo Today 

February 23, 2008 through February 1, 2009 
Body painting is one of the oldest and most personal decorate arts and is practiced around the 
world.  This exhibit focuses on moko, the Maori art of facial or body tattooing which is 
undergoing a resurgence in New Zealand today.  The large-scale photographs of the Maori 
tattooing in the exhibit were taken by Dutch-born photographer Hans Neleman and illustrate 
the Maori moko’s unique expressions of identity — personal, social and tribal.   

Museum of Fine 

Arts 

 

El Greco to Velazquez: Art during the Reign of Philip III 

Sunday, April 20, 2008 - Sunday, July 27, 2008 

This groundbreaking exhibition examines a fascinating period (1598–1621) in European art 
highlighted by two giants of Spanish painting, El Greco and Velázquez.  Phillip III’s reign 
was marked by gala celebrations, elaborate religious fiestas, and building campaigns, and the 
grandeur of the era was matched by the sweep and substance of the art produced by Spanish 
masters.  This exhibit features not only paintings but sculpture and decorative arts and shows 
masterworks of Spanish art organized around themes such as portraiture, religion and the 
court, and the birth of still life. 

 
For a list of museum passes go to http://www.wakefieldlibrary.org click on Museum Passes in the left column.   
To reserve a pass online, go to the Museum Passes page and view the online reservation system by availability by date 
or by museum.  To reserve a pass at the Beebe Library, contact the Circulation Desk at 781-246-6334 

 ee my Honey – Honey is back in stock in the Beebe Boutique.  Stock up today 
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